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Mercy Corps Expands Humanitarian Response to 
China Earthquake Survivors  
 
Portland, OR - May 14, 2008 -  Mercy Corps' earthquake relief efforts in Sichuan province 
expanded today following planning meetings with local nonprofits and other aid agencies. 
The agency deployed a Pacific Northwest-based aid worker, Joy Portella, to the disaster zone. 
Portella, who works out of the Seattle office, joins two other Mercy Corps program officers 
already in the disaster region - Kate Janis and Guo Xin who were deployed from the Beijing 
office immediately following the quake. They are coordinating relief efforts with Mercy 
Corps' long-time local partner, China Foundation for Poverty Alleviation (CFPA). 
 
In addition to providing lifesaving aid such as clean water, food and shelter, Mercy Corps aid 
experts around the globe are working on plans to start humanitarian programming called 
"Cash for Work," which was very effective in Indonesia after the tsunami. This program hires 
people to help with clean up efforts while giving them much-needed jobs and a sense of 
purpose that helps people heal. 
 
On Thursday, Janis and Xin will travel to Chongqing, an earthquake-affected city about two 
hours from Chengdu where a school collapsed and trapped hundreds. In Chongqing, Mercy 
Corps staff will help CFPA set up a temporary office from which to conduct area operations. 
 
Mercy Corps has a history of work in Sichuan Province, home to the agency's Project 
GLOW, which addresses key social issues for youth of the impoverished and disenfranchised 
Yi ethnic minority.  
 
Updates from aid workers will be posted on Mercy Corps web site www.mercycorps.org. 
 
Mercy Corps is currently accepting donations for humanitarian assistance to earthquake 
victims. Distribution of donations will be monitored by Mercy Corps and reputable local 
partner organizations. 
 
HOW TO HELP: 
Mercy Corps 
China Earthquake Fund 
Dept NR 
PO Box 2669 
Portland, OR 97208 
www.mercycorps.org 
1-800-852-2100 

 
Mercy Corps works amid disasters, conflicts, chronic poverty and instability to unleash the potential of 
people who can win against nearly impossible odds. Since 1979, Mercy Corps has provided $1.5 billion in 
assistance to people in 106 nations. Supported by headquarters offices in North America and Europe, the 
agency's global programs employ 3,500 staff worldwide and reach more than 16.4 million people in more 
than 35 countries. Over the past five years, more than 89 percent of the agency's resources have been 
allocated directly to programs that help people in need. For more information, visit www.mercycorps.org. 
 


